Constructing Media sentences
 (
Think of building media sentences like building bridges. Each stone is required
 
to hold the bridge together just as each part of the media sente
nce is needed 
to hold your point and examples together.
 Remember that media analysis is not a personal response so your writing 
must be formal
. See ‘Media Analysis helpsheet’ for details on how to express your opinion formally.
)




 (
4. Signifies
What do the denotation and connotation signify to the audience?
) (
5. Social/Historical/  other Media texts
What affect do these have on the piece of M.L? For example, ideologies/ conventions of other film genres?
) (
3. Connotes
What does the piece of M.L
 
connote?
)
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 (
2. Denotes
What does the piece of M.L denote?
)

 (
6. Theory
How does this piece of M.L fit into media theory?
)



 (
1. Media language
Costumes
Lighting
Mis-en-scene 
)

 (
7. SPG
Check your work for 
 sentence structure, spelling, punctuation and grammar errors.
)





Media sentence example

· Key Concept: Representation

· Media text: ‘Batman Forever’

· Media language: Mis-en-scene

The mis-en-scene of Harvey Dent’s lair denotes he has a split personality, which is connoted by the colour choices of the production design, for example, the left hand side of the mis-en-scene is painted white which connotes purity and innocence, and signifies to the audience that his human personality somewhat remains. 

However the right hand side of the mis-en-scene is painted a dark, burnt red which not only connotes that this half of his personality is evil and mysterious (dark red has conventional connotations of anger, mystery, blood) but also that both sides of his personality are constantly fighting against each other as the wide shot of the mis-en-scene reveals an equal split of the painted sides, signifying to the audience that Dent’s dual personality is in constant conflict. 

Dent is represented as an unconventional villain, as other stereotypical villains of the comic book genre do not have split personalities that are caused by outside influences, for example, ‘Lex Luther’ from ‘Superman’, ‘The Green Goblin’ from ‘Spiderman’ and ‘The Riddler’ from ‘Batman’ , these villains are inherently ‘evil’ and become super villains by reacting to the heroes who they wish to kill. 





Media text examples

It’s very important to make sure your examples are specific to the media text you are analysing and that they are detailed because these show the reader that you understand the denotations, connotations and significations of the representations in the media text.

Think of a ‘detailed example’ like this, each layer of analysis makes your example stronger, the deeper you go with the detail the better: 

[image: ] (
 
Superficial description 
with little media language 
will only get you minimal marks
:
“
The 
mis-en-scene
 of Harvey Dent’s lair 
shows
 he has a split personality
 and that he is an unconventional villain.”
)





 (
 Adding in ‘denotes’, ‘connotes’ and ‘signifies’ will strengthen your analysis. Especially if you link your examples back to the focus question.
“
The 
mis-en-scene
 of Harvey Dent’s lair 
denotes
 he has a split personality, which is 
connoted
 by the colour choices of the 
production design
, for example, the left hand side of the 
mis-en-scene
 is painted white which 
connotes
 purity and innocence, and 
signifies
 to the audience that his human personality somewhat remains
, which is 
unconventional for a comic book super villain
.
”
 
)









 (
 Go into real depth with your examples and link the key concept you’re analysing to genre conventions or audience expectations for example, i.e. a ‘wider’ context than just the text itself:
Dent is 
represented
 as an 
unconventional villain
, as other 
stereotypical
 villains of the comic book 
genre
 do not have split personalities that are caused by outside influences, for example, ‘Lex Luther’ from ‘Superman’, ‘The Green Goblin’ from ‘Spiderman’ and ‘The Riddler’ from ‘Batman’ , these villains are inherently ‘evil’ and become super villains by reacting to the heroes who they wish to kill. 
)












YOU MUST REFER BACK TO THE QUESTION ITSELF: WHAT IS THE QUESTION ACTUALLY ASKING YOU TO ANSWER?

“How is Harvey Dent represented as a conventional or unconventional villain in ‘Batman Forever’?

How: Through media codes such as lighting, mis-en-scene, costume, camera and audio.

Represented: How does Dent’s character come across to the audience as connoted by the media codes?

Conventional or unconventional: Is the representation expected or unexpected? Link points back to the genre of the film.

‘Batman Forever’: Make sure you give detailed, specific examples from the text.

Replacement words for Media


	English word = Media word

	· Us

· You

· We

· They

· Everyone

	Audience

	· Depicted

· Portrays

· Presented

	Represents

	· Shown

· Shows

· Implies

· Illustrates

· Gives you an idea

· Demonstrates

· Widely associated with

	Connotes

	· Different

	Unconventional


	· Normal

· Expected

· Typical

· Bog standard

	Conventional
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